New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 61

Number 3

Article 4

7-1-1986

The El Paso and Northeastern Railroad's Economic Impact on
Central New Mexico
G. L. Seligmann Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
Seligmann, G. L. Jr.. "The El Paso and Northeastern Railroad's Economic Impact on Central New Mexico."
New Mexico Historical Review 61, 3 (1986). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol61/iss3/4

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact disc@unm.edu.

The EI Paso and Northeastern
Railroad's Economic Impact on
Central New Mexico
G. L. SELIGMANN, JR.

In the .Iate 1870s and early 1880s, the discovery of fairly rich deposits
of gold and coal in the mountain regions northeast of the present-day
town of Carrizozo, New Mexico, attracted the attention of miners, prospectors, and speculators. The boom that followed resulted in the birth
of White Oaks, New Mexico. The town was divided into lots that were
.sold rapidly and various businesses, including an opera house, soon
appeared. By December 1880, White Oaks had daily mail service and
a weekly newspaper. Despite such signs of progress, the town remained
essentially isolated due to primitive means of transportation. The nearest
branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad was at EI Paso, Texas, one.
hundred and sixty miles to the south, while the Santa Fe Railroad's
nearest line was at Socorro, New Mexico, about one hundred miles to
the west. Most of White Oaks's supplies had to be freighted in from the
railroad stations and the output of the mines hauled out by wagons. It
took about two weeks for the freight wagons to reach EI Paso and return,
while ten days was considered average for the round trip to Socorro.
Under these conditions it is not surprising that inhabitants of the White
Oaks District began to clamor for a railroad. 1 In 1881, officials of the
G. L. Seligmann, Jr., is associate professor of history in North Texas State University.
1. For a more complete history of the EI Paso and Northeastern Railroad see G. L.
Seligmann, Jr., "The EI Paso and Northeastern Railroad and Its Economic Influence in
New Mexico" (master's thesis, New Mexico State University, 1958). The author would like
to thank the North Texas State University Faculty Research Committee for its support of
this research project.
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Charles B. Eddy. Courtesy of the author.
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Santa Fe investigated the possibilities of running a line to White Oaks
from San Antonio, New Mexico, a little south of Socorro. The line, however, was never built. 2
Some of the citizens of EI Paso, however, were more optimistic than
were the Santa Fe officials. In 1888, work began on the Kansas City, EI
Paso, and Mexican Railway Company, known in EI Paso as the White
Oaks Railroad. One year later, the White Oaks Railroad consisted of
approximately ten miles of track, with the line ending north of the present
Fort Bliss Military Reservation. Here construction ceased, with the company out of funds and forced into receivership. For the next three years
Morris R. Locke, the principal backer of the line, went from banker to
banker trying without avail to secure funding for the railroad. In 1892
Charles Davis, the receiver, sold the properties and right-of-way for fifty
thousand dollars to Jay Gould. At this time Gould also had controlling
interest in the Texas and Pacific Railway Company. Apparently Gould
intended to have the Texas and Pacific complete the line to White Oaks,
but neither he nor the railroad took any immediate action. The stage
was set for the arrival in EI Paso of Charles B. and John A. Eddy .. and
their attorney, William A. Hawkins. 3
In 1895 the Eddys sold their land and irrigation interests in the Pecos
Valley region to their partner John Hagerman, and began to look for
some other area to develop. From the Carlsbad, New Mexico, area they
moved to EI Paso intending to build up the Tularosa Basin and surrounding areas. For the townsite, logging, and mining development the/.had
2. William A. Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier: Twelve New Mexico Items (Santa Fe,
New Mexico: Rydal Press, 1945),32-34.242-56. For a first-hand account of life in White
Oaks see Morris B. Parker, White Oaks: Life in a New Mexico Gold Camp 1880-1900, ed.
C. L. Sonnichsen (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1971). A good general history of
the entire Tularosa Basin, although oriented toward the colorful aspects of the region's
past. is C. L. Sonnichsen, Tularosa: Last of the Frontier West (New York: Devin-Adair
Company, 1960); Norman Hall, in a speech dated February 23, 1956, prepared for the
superintendent of the Southern Pacific to be given at Alamogordo, New Mexico. Copy in
possession of the author.
3. S. G Reed, A History of Texas .Railroads (Houston, Texas: St. Clair Publishing
House, 1941), 274. The original stockholders included Henry L. Newman of San Francisco,
California; Major J. M. Clements of Oakland, California; Colonel J. A. Steinberger of San
Francisco, California; Morris R. Locke of Illinois; W C. Masterson of Kansas City. Missouri;
and Captain H. C. Detwiler, apparently of EI Paso. W C. Masterson was placed in charge
of construction EI Paso Times, May 15, 1888, p. 5; Department of the Interior, Report of
the Governor of New Mexico to the Secretary of the Interior, 1889 (Washington, DC:
Government Printing Office, 1889), 10; Keleher, Frontier, 242; Morris R. Locke and Company had contracted to build the railroad and received a large block of stock as payment.
EI Paso Times, May 19, 1888, p. 5; EI Paso Daily Times, April 29, 1892, p. 7; Julius
Grodinsky, Jay Gould: His Business Career 1867-92 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1957) does not mention this transaction, possibly because of the relatively
small sums involved. The EI Paso papers of the period, however, give the impression that
Gould was going to rebuild and rejuvenate EI Paso completely.
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planned, transportation was a necessity. They recognized the White
Oaks Railway as the answer to the transportation question. 4 Charles
Eddy went to New York City in 1897 to negotiate for the properties and
right-of-way from the Texas and Pacific Railway. This task completed,
he returned to EI Paso to get a franchise from the city council to lay
track on certain city streets.
Under the terms of the franchise, Eddy was to begin rebuilding the
White Oaks Railroad in Texas within ninety days and was to have one
hundred miles completed and operating within eighteen months. If he
should fail in either of these stipulations, he would forfeit his ten thousand
dollar deposit. If he met the terms, the council would return the deposit
to the railroad. s
Construction of the railroad began about December 1, 1897. By
January 19, 1898, the contractors were laying track on the main line
with work progressing rapidly. The railroad crossed the state line into
New Mexico on February 5, 1898, and on June 14, 1898, the railroad
arrived at what is now Alamogordo. 6
It is apparent that Eddy looked toward three potential sources of
revenue. First, there were extensive deposits of coal in the area, for
supplying his own railroad and the Southern Pacific, for the smelters in
EI Paso, Arizona, and Mexico, and for the coal consuming industries of
the Southwest. Second, his railroad would serve as a vital link in a new
rail route from Chicago to EI Paso and into the interior of Mexico. Third,
the vast forests of the Sacramento Mountains near Alamogordo had the
potential for commercial logging. In order to exploit the first two sources,
the railroad, after a lag of almost six months, continued north. During
this time railroad ties were being brought out of the Sacramento Mountains by the railway company; meanwhile, railway representatives were
taking options on seventy-five of the surrounding ranches, expecting to
sell them to farmers whom the railroad planned to bring into the area.?
Railroad construction commenced north of Alamogordo in April 1899
and proceeded rapidly. By June 1899 track had been completed to
\

4. Keleher, Frontier, 241-42. In addition to township speculation, farming, ranching,
and logging interests that could be developed along with the mining at White Oaks, there
was also talk of using the white sands in the area to manufacture plaster of paris and of
developing the soda beds near Tularosa. See An Illustrated History of New Mexico (2
vols, Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1895), I: 198. For a detailed analysis of the
geology of the region see O. E. Meinzer and R. F. Hare, Geology and Water Resources
of the Tularosa Basin, New Mexico and Adjacent Areas [Water Supply Paper, Number
343, United States Geological Survey] (Washington, DC.: Government Printing Office,
1915); Hall speech.
5. Hereafter Eddy will refer to Charles B. Eddy. EI Paso Daily Times, September 21,
189B,p. 3.
6. Hall speech; EI Paso Daily Times, January 20, 1898, p. 3, February 6, 1898, p. 3,
June 14, 1898, p. 3.
7. Hall speech; Keleher, Frontier, 247; EI Paso Daily Times, January 26, 1898, p. 2.
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Three Rivers; and by August 1899 the line had reached Carrizo Flats,
the site of present-day Carrizozo. At this point White Oaks was only an
hour by horse from the railroad. It was now possible to leave White Oaks
in the morning and be in EI Paso by seven o'clock that same day. White
Oaks, however, was doomed to never have a railroad terminal and to
slowly wither away to a ghost town B
From Carrizozo, the railroad was built to the present-day site of
Capitan, New Mexico, to tap the Salado coal fields. The Salado field, in
which the Eddys had large holdings, was developed and equipped with
adequate machinery and experienced coal miners had been brought
in from Pennsylvania to work the mines. A considerable amount of "white
ash coal" was being mined and marketed in EI Paso. 9
The Salado coal field production expanded until 1901, reaching a
peak production of 171,000 tons per year Production then began to
decrease steadily because of geological conditions. By 1907, production was down to 1,898 tons, all of which was sold to the government
hospital at Fort Stanton, New Mexico. lO
While Eddy was building the branch line to Capitan, he was apparently negotiating with the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad
to extend their line from Liberal, Kansas, to meet his railroad at Santa
Rosa, New Mexico. The Rock Island management began bUilding south
through an almost deserted region and when the two railroads met at

8. EI Paso Daily Times, April 6, 1898, p. 4; Keleher, Frontier, 248. Keleher speaks of
the railroad as "White Oaks Junction in the Carrizoza Flat." Hall, however, calls it "Carrizo
Flats"; Hall speech. Both are correct. Hall suggests two possible reasons why the railroad
never reached White Oaks: first, lack of adequate water supply; and second, control of
the White Oaks coal mines by certain interests. The latter fact led the railroad to believe
that unreasonable royalties would be charged for the coal. Keleher supports the second
reason and also advances the idea that the development of the Dawson coal field kept
Eddy from building to White Oaks after the Salado coal fields were abandoned in 1900.
Keleher, Frontier, 253. There is an element of truth in Keleher's latter point in that with the
purchase of the Dawson coal fields,Eddy had control of a much bigger field than that at
White Oaks. Five months, however, after the date that Keleher gives for the closing of the
Salado coal fields, the New Mexico Territorial mine inspector visited the mines and found
a total of seventy-four men and boys at work. One year later he found fifty men at work
underground in one mine alone (Keleher, Frontier, 250). Department of the Interio(Annual
Report of the United States Mine Inspector for the Territory of New Mexico to the Secretary
of the Interior, 1902 (Washington, D.C.: 1902), 27-28.
9. Annual Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1900, p. 14. A chemical
analysis of the coal taken from the Salado coal fields showed that the coal had an ash
content of 11 percent. Analysis of coal from other mines in the state showed ash contents
of 7 percent, 5.2 percent, 7.9 percent, and 7.65 percent. Report of the Governor of New
Mexico . .. 1901, p. 548. This high ash content apparently caused the coal from the Salado
fields to leave a whiter residue after burning. Annual Report of the United States Mine
Inspector . .. 1900, p. 15. The affinity that Eddy felt for Pennsylvanian miners and farmers
might be explained in part by the fact that a number of Eddy's principal backers were
Pennsylvanians. EI Paso Daily Times, November 20, 1897, p. 3.
10. Annual Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1900-07.
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Table 1. Tonnage of Lincoln County Coal Fields'

Year

State total

County
total

N

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906

1,187,334
1,217,530
1,319,144
1,359,530
1,594,584
1,472,602
1,726,738

88,060
172,782
121,902
98,096
92,495
43,140
2,548

7.42
14.1
90
7.0
60
30
.1

'Annual Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1900-06.
2Column A-Percent of the state total.

Table 2. Value of Lincoln County Coal Production'

Year
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906

State total
$1,837,165 .
1,606,174
1,654,098
1,795,209
2,185,779
2,086,043
2,279,940

County
total
$177,277
332,264
237,740
195,240
185,740
107,326
6,695

96
210
14.0
11.0
9.0
50
0.3

'Annual Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1900-1910
2Column A-Percent of the state total.

Santa Rosa on the south bank of the Canadian River on February 1,
1902, a new through route from Chicago to EI Paso was completed."
While the railroad was building northward, Eddy turned his attention
to the coal fields at Dawson, New Mexico. He sent the superintendent
of the Salado fields, W. P. Thompson, to investigate these deposits.
Thompson returned with a favorable report. Eddy then sent Hawkins to
the Dawson ranch to purchase the coal fields. On March 1, 1901, Eddy
obtained title to the coal fields for four hundred thousand dollars. During
the years 1901 and 1902, the Dawson Railway Company, owned by
Eddy and his associates, built a line from Tucumcari, New Mexico, to
Dawson, a distance of one hundred and thirty-two miles. The Dawson
fields proved superior to the Salado coal field, and many thousands of
11. Ira G. Clark, Then Came the Railroads: The Century from Steam to Diesel in the
Southwest (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1958), 235-56; Oliver Philips Byers,
"The EI Paso Line," Rock Island Magazine (October 1922), 88; EI Paso Daily Times,
February 2, 1902, P 7.
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carloads of coal were hauled out. The superiority of diesel fuel for locomotives and natural gas for home consumption finally forced the company to cease operations in 1950, and in 1952 the railway line from
French, New Mexico, to Dawson was closed. 12
The economic influence of the railroad was felt even before it was
completed. On August 26, 1898, an article in the EI Paso Daily Times
stated that a group of EI Paso citizens was circulating petitions calling
for the creation of a national park in the Sacramento Mountains. Two
days later the EI Paso Times, in an editorial, came out in favor of the
proposed park, saying that they believed it would help the railroad,
although they did not specify how it would do so. In a long letter to the
newspaper the Eddy attorney, Hawkins, said that the EI Paso and Northeastern was definitely against any such national park. Hawkins thought
that a privately supported resort area in the Sacramento Mountains
would be a good idea but that a national park would not add to the
prosperity of EI Paso. The supporters of the park held a meeting in EI
Paso on September 3, 1898, and passed a resolution to stop working
for a park because their activities were "embarrassing" the railroad. The
meeting then adjourned. With the exception of an excerpt from the White
Oaks Eagle, to the effect that the railroad was against the proposed
park for "selfish" reasons, nothing else was mentioned in the EI Paso
Daily Times about the proposal until February 1899. By then, the newspaper believed that the scheme would cost the railroad millions of dollars
and that the idea was a "plot hatched in Santa Fe and Albuquerque."
With this the EI Paso Times ended its discussion of the matter. Evidently
the subject was not brought up again until the creation of the Lincoln
National Forest in 1905. 13
As the railroad built north, the prospect of cheap coal began to
excite visions of an industrial future for EI Paso. Their mood was caught
12. F Stanley, The Grant that Maxwell Bought (Denver World Press, 1952), 226-28.
In addition to the $400,000 purchase price, there was also a clause in the contract giving
Mrs. Dawson the exclusive right to sell milk for ten years to whatever town was founded
in the coal fields Keleher, in the Fabulous Frontier, leaves the reader with the impression
that the New Mexico Supreme Court ruling affirming Dawson's title to the coal fields was
handed down in 1901. His citations, however, which are correct, are for court decisions
handed down in 1893-1894 (7 New Mexico Reports 133 and 151 United States Reports
586). There is no readily apparent reason for this error. It must be admitted that it makes
the story more dramatic. Jim Berry Pearson, The Maxwell Land Grant (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1961), does not mention this dramatic although questionable transaction in his comprehensive study of the Maxwell Land Grant. Report of the Governor of
New Mexico . .. 1902, p. 143; Interstate Commerce Commission, Reports; CCLXXXI (March
r 1951-May 1956), 802.
13. EI Paso Daily Times, August 26, 1898, p. 3, August 28, p. 2, September 1, p. 4,
September 4, p. 3, September 13, p. 2, February 11, 1899, p. 8.
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Alamogordo, New Mexico, ca. 1910. Courtesy of the author.

by an E/ Paso Times editorial: "EI Paso will have an abundant supply of
cheap fuel and will, in consequence, offer opportunities for manufacturing industries that will cause many smoke stacks to spring up in this
city." This enthusiasm, however, was premature. The Capitan branch of
the EI Paso and Northeastern did not re.ach Capitan and the coal fields
until around October 1, 1899, and another year was to pass before the
mines of the Salado coal field would start producing. 14
The first carload of coal left Capitan on September 29, 1900, and
by June 30, 1901, 83,814 tons of coal had been shipped to EI Paso from
the Salado field. Production remained at a high level throughout the
fiscal year 1901, with 163,440 tons shipped that year. This was the high
point of the Salado coal production. The miners began running into rock
faults that slowed production, so that output fell off gradually until only
1,898 tons were mined. Coal was there, but it could no longer be mined
profitably in 1907. 15

14. EI Paso Daily Times, November 17,1898, p. 2. Report of the Governor of New
Mexico . .. 1899, p. 172.
15. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1900, p. 290; Report of the Governor
of New Mexico . .. 1901, p. 316. For complete figures on the coal production of Lincoln
County, see tables 1 and 2. These tables also contain the coal production for the White
Oaks field, which was never more than 3,000 tons per year and was all consumed at
White Oaks; Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1906, P 34; Marc W Bodine,
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As the coal mines flourished so did the towns of Capitan and nearby
Coalera. As production declined so did the towns, particularly Coalera.
When the mines were operating full-time, they supported approximately
750 people in Capitan and about 400 people in Coalera. By 1905, however, the population of Coalera had dwindled to approximately twentyfive and the post office was discontinued .16
While the output of the Salado fields was decreasing, the Dawson
field was rapidly increasing. The first coal was mined on May 23, 1902,
and within an hour the first railroad car had been filled. By June 30,
1902, 17,200 tons of coal had been shipped from the Dawson field.
Production continued to increase until 1910. In that year, the Dawson
mines produced 1,185,963 tons of coal, almost half of the total production of the state. 17
The Dawson Fuel Company began to construct coke ovens soon
after the mines began producing. Until 1908, Dawson produced all the
coke in New Mexico and, in 1910, the Dawson ovens were still producing
over two-thirds of the coke for the territory.18
Dawson, like Capitan andCoalera, grew rapidly. In 1905, population
was estimated at four thousand and still growing. The 1905 purchase
of the Dawson field by Phelps-Dodge proved a boon to the city of
Dawson. Shortly after the purchase the company let it be known that it
would attempt to raise the production of the mines from two thousand
tons per day to six thousand tons by increasing the labor force and
installing new machinery. Dawson became a typical company town. The
houses belonged to Phelps-Dodge and were rented for two dollars per
room. All mine employees paid $1.50 a month for hospital expenses and
all groceries had to be purchased at the company store. The company
built a church, covered the annual school deficit of about seven thousand dollars, and constructed a thirty-five-thousand-dollar combination
auditorium,bowling alley, and billiard parlor. 19
The railroad, moving north through New Mexico, also influenced
the creation of various other towns. Carrizozo became a transfer point
for the Capitan branch of the railroad. The company built a depot, a
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology Circular 35 (Socorro, New Mexico: 1956),
13.
16. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1902, p. 529; Report of the United
States Mine Inspector . .. 1905, p. 28.
17. Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1902, p. 321. For complete data
on the coal production of the Dawson mines see tables 3 and 4.
18. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1903, p. 33. See tables 5 and 6 for
the figures on the production of coke in New Mexico.
19. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1905, p. 78; Report of the Governor
of New Mexico . .. 1906, p. 29; Report of the United States Mine Inspector . .. 1909, pp.
23-24. Also see Ralph Emerson Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexico History (5 vols.,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa: Torch Press, 1917), III: 93-95.
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Table 3. Tonnage of the Dawson Coal Field'

Year

State coal
production
(tons)

Dawson coal
production
(tons)

N

B3

C'

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

1,187,334
1,217,530
1,319,944
1,359,530
1,594,584
1,472,602
1,726,738
2,221,384
2,500,873
2,708,624
2,433,735

17,700
243,759
433,076
411,727
554,821
761,325
830,621
1,092,426
1,185,963

1.3
17.9
271
27.9
32.1
34.3
33.2
40.3
48.7

3.0
17.3
-8.3
14.7
28.6
12.6
8.3
-11.3

12760
77.8
-5.2
34.8
37.2
9.1
315
8.6

'Annual Report of the Territorial Mine Inspector . . 1900-1910.

2Column A-Percent of the state total.
3Column B-Percent of the state increase
'Column C-Percent of the local increase

Table 4. Value of Dawson Coal Production'

Year

State total

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

$1,837,365
1,605,174
1,654,098
1,795,209
2,185,779
2,086,043
2,279,940
2,978,379
3,824,051
3,689,379
3,503,905

Dawson
total

$

18,920
287,975
519,691
528,797
648,871
892,553
1,162,869
1,370,139
825,896

N

1.1
16.0
24.0
25.0
280
30.0
30.0
370
24.0

'Annual Reports of the Territorial Mine Inspector . . . 1900-1910.

2Column A-Percent of the state total.

l

twelve-stall roundhouse, and a water-treating plant. By 1903, the town
had a population of approximately 300. 20
The railroad also made an impact to the north in Santa Rosa. Six
months before the railroad reached Santa Rosa, the Las Vegas Daily
Optic carried a story to the effect that at least sixteen potential businesses were in the vicinity waiting to locate in the new town. Santa Rosa
grew rapidly and by 1902, boasted a bank, two weekly newspapers,
three churches, and an estimated population of 1,000. In 1903, the name
20 Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1903, P 95.
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Table 5. Tonnage of the Dawson Coke Ovens'

Year

State coke
production
(tons)

Dawson coke
production

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

18,074
35,800
49,076
65,264
131,417
177,044
384,754
397,102

18,074
35,800
49,076
65,264
131,417
177,044
384,754
263,040

1000
1000
1000
100.0
1000
1000
770
66.0

98.1
37.1
33.0
1014
347
117.3
3.2

98.1
37.1
33.0
1014
347
674
-12.7

'Annual Report of the Territorial Mine Inspector . .. 1900-1910.
'Column A-Percent of the state total.
3Column B-Percent of the state increase.
'Column C-Percent of the local increase.

Table 6. Value of Coke Production at Dawson'

Year
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

State total

$

54,222
107,400
147,297
195,792
460,029
619,654
1,158,686
1,189,966

Dawson
total

$ 54,222
107,400
147,297
195,792
460,029
619,654
889,278
789,102

N

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
76.7
66.3

'Annual Report of the Territorial Mine Inspector . .. 1900-1910.
'Column A-Percent of the state total.
3Column B-Percent of the state increase.
·Column C-Percent of the local increase.

of the county was changed from Guadalupe to Leonard Wood. Since
the railroad had bypassed the county seat of Puerto de Luna the town
had steadily declined in importance. The county seat was moved to
Santa Rosa, by then the most important town in the county.21
The Tucumcari area also felt the influence of the railroad. Governor
21. Las Vegas Daily Optic, June 24, 1901, p. 2; Report of the Governor of New Mexico
. 1902, p. 519; Territory of New Mexico, Acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory
of New Mexico, 35th Sess, 1903.
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Miguel Otero, in his annual report for 1901, reported that the Liberty
area, as it was then called, had a population of about 75 people. The
next year the governor reported that the town of Tucumcari, three miles
south of the now abandoned village of Liberty, had an estimated population of 750, as well as a bank, a church, a school, and a weekly
newspaper. When the town was eighteen months old, it had a population
of 1,000, in addition to a hotel, a courthouse, and a jail. Quay County
was created in 1903, with Tucumcari as the county seat. 22
The influx of people into the area made creation of new counties
necessary. In retrospect it appears that the counties filled faster than
expected. During the period 1900-1910, the state population increased
67 percent, but the counties that the railroad served increased a remarkable 152 percent. During the next ten-year period, state population
increased by about 10 percent while the same four counties decreased
by about 14 percent. Unfortunately, there are no accurate population
figures for the years immediately following the construction of the railroad. However, an examination of the number of school age children
provides a close index to the population increase for the area. In 1900,
the counties under consideration had about 7 percent of the total of
school age children in the territory. This increase in the territory continued, until, by 1910, the counties' percentage of the territorial total had
doubled. 23
As population increased, the material wealth of the area grew with
it. There is a very close correlation between population increases, as
reflected in the number of school age children, and county property
valuation figures. The counties had 8 percent of territorial property valuation in 1900, and by 1910 this figure had increased to 15 percent of
the territorial total. 24 From the small amount of information that is available
it can also be seen that the growth of the counties caused a considerable
increase in the amount of local banking. Table 10 shows this increase
strikingly, with the county percentage of the territorial total doubling over
a two-year interval.
Proof of the diversity of the railroad's economic influence can be
seen in its impact upon agriculture. Before the construction of the railroad, the area was primarily devoted to stock-raising, with cultivation of
22. Report of the Governor of New MexIco . .. 1901, p. 512; Report of the Governor
of New Mexico . .. 1902, p. 520; Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1903, p. 301.
Territory of New Mexico, Acts of the Legislative Assembly. . 1903, pp 16-20. The county
was named for Matthew Stanley Quay, United States Senator from Pennsylvania and
staunch supporter of New Mexico statehood.
23. See Table 7 for complete data. The majority of the Annual Reports of the Governors
have population estimates but on critical examination these appear to be invalid. See
Table 8 for complete data.
24. See Table 9 for complete data.
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Table 7. Population Figures'
Year

State

Counties 2

A3

64

C5

1900
1910
1920

195,310
327,301
360,350

16,173
40,730
34,184

7.8
12.0
9.0

67.6
10.0

1518
-14.0

'United States Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Decennial Census, 1900, II (Washington, D.C., 1902), p.
632 et passim; Thirteenth Decennial Census, 1910, III (Washington, D.C., 1913), p. 160 et passim;
Fourteenth Decennial Census, 1920, III (Washington, DC., 1922), p. 668 et passim.
2Hereafter "Counties" or "County totals" will refer to the combined tigures from Otero, Lincoln, Guadalupe, and Quay counties.
'Column A-Percent of the state total.
4Column B-Percent of the state increase.
5Column C-Percent of the local increase.

Table 8. Children of School Age'

Year

Total
for state

Total for
counties

N

6'

C'

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

52,652
62,867
62,501
71,950
68,400
70,319
77,693
78,653
88,386
92,167
94,963

3,924
4,372
6,073
7,301
6,321
7,150
.7,869
10,140
12,948
13,883
12,927

7.0
7.0
10.0
10.0
9.0
10.0
10.0
130
15.0
15.0
14.0

194
-.6
15.1
-5.2
2.8
10.5
1.2
124
4.3
3.3

11.4
389
21.7
-14.5
13.1
100
289
27.7
7.2
-6.9

,Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to the Governor of the Territory of New
Mexico, 1900-1910.
2Column A-Percent of the state total.
'Column B--Percent of the state increase.
4Column C-Percent of the local increase.

crops limited to local demand. The newly-built railroad changed this
situation. From 1900 to 1910, farm acreage in the area served by the
railroad increased by more than 900 percent. During the same period
farm acreage in the entire New Mexico Territory increased only 120
percent. Between 1910 and 1920, farm acreage continued to increase,
although more slowly than the rest of the state, despite the fact that the
area was decreasing in population. With this increase came a rise in
the value of farm property. This increase, to be sure, was not as dramatic
as that of farm acreage; nevertheless, it was quite distinct. 25
A valid claim cannot be made that the EI Paso and Northeastern
25. Report of the Governor of New Mexico . .. 1902, p. 105. See Table 11 for complete
data
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Table 9. County Assessment Data'

Year

State total
(dollars)

County
totals
(dollars)

N

B3

C'

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908

$36,364,761
36,977,048
38,633,993
39,596,952
39,297,240
40,108,604
43,242,746
51,817,788
56,402,047

$2,897,570
3,178,897
3,549,652
4,316,614
3,951,019
4,173,067
4,893,715
5,807,794
8,842,211

8.0
8.0
9.0
110
10.0
10.0
11.0
11.0
15.0

17
4.3
2.4
-.8
2.1
7.8
19.8
8.8

9.7
11.7
117
-9.2
5.6
173
18.7
46.0

'Biennial Reports of the Territorial Auditor.

1900-08

2Column A-Percent of the state total
'Column B-Percent of the state increase.
'Column C-Percent of the local increase.

Table 10 Banking Figures'
Year

State assets

1900
1901
1902
1903

Data not available

$7,990,239
9,677,166
10,696,449

County assets

$279,361
469,017
587,511

N

B'

C'

3.0
5.0
6.0

21.1
10.5

679
253

'Biennial Reports of the Territorial Auditor.
1900-1904. There are no figures available for the various
individual banks or banking by counties alter 1903
2Column A-Percent of the state total
'Column B-Percent of the state increase.
'Column C-Percent of the local increase.

Railroad was completely responsible for the region's increase in agricultural production. It can, however, be said that the presence of the
railroad vitally influenced the production of perishable crops for the
market. For this reason,the production of such crops as strawberries,
other small berries, and orchard crops is of special value in determining
the importance of a railroad to its surrounding area. The increase in
small berry production is quite marked in the first decade of the railroad's
presence, going from 3,000 quarts, 5 percent of the state total, to 5,000
quarts, 7 percent of the state total. In the next decade berry production
increased even faster, to 9,440 quarts or 18 percent of the state's total.
Orchard crop production increased slowly during the first ten-year period, from 13,645 bushels to 21,467 bushels, but in the next ten years
shows a spectacular growth rising to 200,398 bushels or 18 percent of
the state total. This might be explained by the fact that fruit trees mature
and bear rather slowly. If the trees were not planted soon after initial

G. L. SELIGMANN, JR.
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Table 11. Farm Data
Year

State total

Local total

B3

C'

226.6
-19.4

287.1
47.0

8.0
130
110

196.5
103.9

393.7
71.23

3.0
14.0
12.0

119.6
116.6

921.7
98.5

N

TOTAL NUMBER OF FARMS'

1900
1910
1920

10,925
35,676
29,884

1900
1910
1920

$ 53,767,824
159,447,990
325,185,999

1900
1910
1920

5,130,878
11,270,021
24,409,633

802
3,105
4,566

7.0
9.0
150

TOTAL VALUE OF FARMS'

$ 4,190,795
20,690,590
35,428,716
FARM AREA (ACRES)'

151,265
1,544,036
3,065,642

'United States Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Decennial Census, 1900, VI (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1902),854; Thirteenth Decennial Census, 1910, VII (Washington, D.C.: Govern-.
men! Printing Office, 1913), 179; Fourteenth Decennial Census, 1920, VII (Washington, D.C: Government
Printing Office, 1922),248.
.
2Column A-Percent of the state total.
3Column B-Percent of the state increase.
'Column C-Percent of the local increase.

settlement in the area, the results of their cultivation would not show up
immediately.
The railroad, of course, is not completely responsible for the remarkable growth in the areas it traversed. After all, settlements such as
Tularosa and La Luz had existed in the area prior to its development.
There can be no question, however, that it did create an economic
climate conducive to rapid growth. Population growth exceeded the
state average by 84 percent, in the railroad's first decade, with a corresponding increase in banking deposits. The number of farms, farm
acreage, and farm value also grew spectacularly. There is also the
growth of the coal fields, particularly the Dawson field, that the railroad
served. Without the railroad, large amounts of coal could never have
been transported to market and thus would never have been mined.
Without the railroad and the economic development that it triggered,
the counties it served would present a far different economic picture
today.
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The Palace of the Governors
is ...
a 376-year-old historic building,
a history museum,
a print shop and bindery,
a history library,
a photographic archive,
an emporium of discovery.
The Palace of the Governors
was ...
the seat of government for Spain, the Pueblo Indians, Mexico, and the
United States,
occupied by Pueblo Indians after the successful 1680 Pueblo Revolt,
the first building constructed in Santa Fe,
the Presidio Real and Las Casas Reales,
the building in which Governor Lew Wallace finished his book Ben
Hur.

If you want to be a part of the
Palace's wonderful legacy
you can ...
visit,
send a friend,
send a contribution to the Museum of New Mexico Foundation, P.O.
Box 2087, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504.

